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FAMILY

NY?7LLIN & DRA¥LON

WEIGHTS

NYLEN REGHLAR
DRA¥LON REGULAR

ABOUT Nylonisaninterpretation of pre-16th century letterforms, in particular those found in mediaeval
portraits atthe National Gallery, London. The source material contains many unusual and manic
shapes—itappearsasiftheseclassical forms have, overtime, become perverted, almost demonic.
Draylonisthe morerestrained counterpartto Nylon;itis based on letterforms found on18th
century ceramics—some 200 years after the source material of Nylon. Nylon and Draylon have been
designed sothat they can be mixed togetherwith ease. Both typefaces have been drawn with a kind
of crude digitalawkwardness—acknowledging the tool of the present moment, the computer, in the
design process.

In spite of the source material thatinfluenced the letterforms, the typeface names are 2o0th
centuryin origin—two synthetic materials with man-made names. Nylon's name is subject
toanurban myth that manufacturers DuPont were trying to imbue their new wonder polymer
with atransatlantic sophistication;using a conflation of New Yorkand London (NY-Lon) as their
inspiration. But the reality is more boring: Nylon's original name was No-Run (signifying that it
wouldn'tunravel), butthe name couldn't be justified, so it was changed and iterated through 'nuron’
and 'nilon' before arriving at 'nylon'. To mid-century consumers, the name Nylon epitomised the
excitementabout synthetic fabrics that were strong, long-lasting and consistentin quality. Nylon,
decadeson,became a byword forcheap, tacky versions of natural fabrics because, well, fashions
change. Draylon's name comes from a misspelling of 'Dralon’,the acrylic fibre-based soft furnishing
material.

SUPPORTED Afar/Afrikaans/Albanian /Basque/Bosnian/Breton/Catalan/CrimeanTatar (Latin) / Croatian/

LANGUAGES Czech/Danish /Dutch/English /Esperanto/Estonian/Faroese / Finnish / French / Frisian / Friulian /
German/Greenlandic /Hawaiian /Hungarian/Icelandic/Indonesian/Interlingua/Irish Gaelic/
Italian /Karelian / Kirundi/Kurdish (Latin) / Ladin / Latvian / Lithuanian / Luxemburgish / Malagasy /
Malay / Maltese /MaoriNorn /Norwegian (Bokmal) / Norwegian (Nynorsk) / Occitan / Palauan/
Polish / Portuguese / Rhaeto-Romance /Romani/Romanian/Sango /Sami(Northern) / Scottish
Gaelic/Serbian (Latin) / Shona/ Slovak/ Slovene / Sorbian / Spanish / Swahili / Swati / Swedish /
Tagalog (Filipino) / Tahitian / Tokelauan / Tsonga / Turkish /Umbundu / Veps / Welsh / Wolof / Zulu

UNICODE RANGES Complete: Basic Latin / Latin-1Supplement/ Latin Extended-A
Parts of: Mathematical Operators / Latin Extended-B/ Latin Extended Additional/
Spacing Modifier Letters / General Punctuation / Currency Symbols / Letterlike Symbols

WEB FONT FEATURES frac/liga/salt/sso1

CREDITS Designed by Jonathan Barnbrook
First publishedin1997
Revised and expanded character set published in 2016
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IN ARMIERIK
" THAT CALLED i8

BRITAYNRE
"THER WAS A

11111

"THAT LOVED AND
DIDE HIS PA¥YNE
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TO SERVE
A LADY

"IN HIS BESTE WISE
"AND MANY A

11111

LABOUR

"MANY A GREET
EMPRISE
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